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NAPABA Law Foundation 
Scholarship Opportunities 
 
The NAPABA Law Foundation (NLF) has awarded over 
$500,000 to students who demonstrate the drive and 
commitment to becoming one of the next Asian Pacific 
American leaders.

Scholarship applications opened on July 15, 2016, and are due by 
5:00 pm EDT on September 5, 2016. Awardees will be 
announced in October 2016. 
 
A list of the available scholarships is available at the NAPABA 
Website.

Full instructions and FAQs are listed here. 

http://www.napaba.org/default.asp?page=NLF_scholarships
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.napaba.org/resource/resmgr/Foundation/Internships/2016_NLF_Scholarship_Applica.pdf
http://www.napaba.org/default.asp?page=NLF_scholarships
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.napaba.org/resource/resmgr/Foundation/Internships/2016_NLF_Scholarship_Applica.pdf
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LETTER FROM THE CONFERENCE CHAIR 
~ Martina Chun ~

Dear friends,

As the Conference Chair of the National Asian Pacific American Law Students Association 
(NAPALSA), I am excited to share with you what’s in store for law students attending the 
upcoming NAPABA Convention. 

For the past seven months, the NAPALSA Board of Directors brainstormed and contemplated 
hard on answering two questions: 1) what are some of the most practical concerns law students 
struggle with and 2) how can our panels not only address those concerns, but also provide 
invaluable insider knowledge from the most relevant and best professionals?

After much discussion and planning, NAPALSA has decided to hold five panels for you. The 
panels, their descriptions, and their guest speakers are listed below. 

You will get to hear advice and first-hand insider tips from the best professions in the relevant 
filed. Come listen to what judges have to say in selecting law clerks. What do they look for? 
How did former clerks prepare their applications? For recent graduates going into Big Law, 
judicial clerkships, and mid-size firms, how were they successful? What did they do right? What 
characteristics dos a partner of a firm think are indicative of thriving in a law firm as opposed 
to in-house? 

Practicality has been the sole focus of NAPALSA in planning our panels this year. We are 
confident that each panel will equip law students with fundamental tools for them to apply in 
spearheading their careers. As law students ourselves, we understand how paramount it is to 
have the competitive edge from having good knowledge of the legal market.

I hope that you can all join us at the 2016 NAPABA Convention in sunny San Diego, w here we 
can all invest into our futures by gaining insider tips and fostering new relationships that are 
sure to guide us into making more informed and efficient career decisions.

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the NAPALSA Conference panels, 
please feel free to reach out to me.

Yours Truly,

Martina Chun
NAPALSA Conference Chair, 2015-2016
conference.napalsa@gmail.com 

mailto:conference.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:conference.napalsa@gmail.com
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NAPALSA PANELS 
2016 NAPALSA Panels and Panelists

New Associates: What to Expect and How to Brand Yourself  
A secret to a successful any career is being able to brand oneself apart from others. Joining a law firm 
with associates who all have similar work experiences and skills, it is challenging to find ways to 
differentiate oneself. This panel will focus on how we can utilize our diverse and specific APA 
backgrounds to stand out and successfully brand ourselves as new associates. 

Panelists:  
• Mercedes Cook, Associate Attorney at Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton 
• Tristan Bufete, Associate Attorney at O’Melveny & Myers LLP  
• Andrew Sutton, Associate Attorney at Ropes & Gray

Law Firm v. In-House: Key differences and What That Means for your Legal 
Career 
Law students often question which career paths fits them better: Law Firm or In-House Counsel. This 
panel will focus on the key distinctions between the two and also address how to assess and prepare for 
a more compatible career choice. Finally, this panel will also discuss the trends in lateraling from Law 
Firm to In-House Counsel, and vice versa. 
Panelists:  
• Carlos Lazatin, Partner at O’Melveny & Myers LLP  
• Eugene C. Ryu, Partner at Littler Mendelson P.C. 
• Romy Frazier, In-House Counsel at LAACO, Ltd.  
• John K. Lee, In-House Counsel at BBCN Bank 

Demystifying ICA: How to Develop a Cross-Border Dispute Resolution 
Practice as Asian Americans  
As international expansion of corporate business has increased, it has subsequently led to businesses 
flocking to International Commercial Arbitration due to its ability to provide a neutral and speedy 
dispute resolution process. Asian Pacific American lawyers have been involved as big players and 
pioneers in this emerging new field, which continues to grow. This panel will address what ICA is all 
about and how we can get our feet into this highly specialized niche.  

Panelists:  
• Dorothy Siron, Partner at Zhong Lun Law Firm 
• Cedric Chao, Partner at DLA Piper 
• Grant Kim, Attorney at Morrison Foerster 
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NAPALSA PANELS 
2016 NAPALSA Panels and Panelists

Recent Graduates: How Did You Secure Your Jobs?  
In law school, we are constantly exposed to different opportunities in externships, journals, local bar 
associations, and other on-campus groups. We all strive for that perfect balance of school and extra-
curricular work to build a portfolio that would sell to future employers. This panel will address how 
recent law school graduates successfully balanced to secure their jobs in law firms, in-house, and public 
interest fields.

Panelists:  
• David Boyadzhyan, Associate Attorney at Enterprise Counsel Group  
• John Kim, AssociateAttorney at Vedder Price  
• Michelle Choi, Judicial Clerk for the United States Bankruptcy Court in the Central District of CA  
• Eric Lin, Associate Attorney at Baker Botts LLP 

Judiciary Panel: How to Get Clerkships  
Clerkships are highly sought after for its invaluable experience, promising post-clerkship job prospect, 
and exposure to different legal fields. As a result, clerkships are also very competitive to acquire. This 
panel will focus on increasing your likelihood of securing a judicial clerkship post-grad. Hear from judges 
who will share what they look for in selecting their clerks and former clerks who will share how they 
were successful in acquiring their clerkships. 
 
Panelists:  
• Honorable Ronald S.W. Lew, U.S. District Court Judge for the Central District of California 
• Bryant Yang, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Central District of California  
• Honorable Doris Ling Cohan, New York State Supreme Court 
• Christine Gonong, Former Judicial Clerk for the Ninth Circuit  
• Roger Hsieh, Associate Attorney at O’Melveny & Myers LLP
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
NAPABA Events • Regional Events • Networking Opportunities

August 19-21, 2016 
New York, New York

September 22-23, 2016 
Columbus, Ohio

NAPABA Central Regional Conference 
hosted by APABA-Central Ohio

September 30-October 1, 2016 
Arlington, Virginia

NAPABA Southeast Regional 
Conference hosted by APABA-VA

Registration deadline: August 31, 2016 
More info here

Thomas Tang Moot Court Regional 
Competitions 

November 8, 2016 in various states

Volunteer Sign Up at www.aaldef.net

Asian American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund (AALDEF) Asian 

American Exit Poll

NAPABA Northeast Regional 
Conference hosted by KALAGNY

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2016-napaba-southeast-regional-conference-tickets-25130572218?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTAyMzQyMjMvc2hhbmkuZWxzZUBnbWFpbC5jb20vMA%3D%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=
http://www.apabaco.org/crc.html
http://www.kalagny.org/2016-NAPABA-NE-Regional-Conference
http://www.apabaco.org/crc.html
http://www.aaldef.net
http://www.napaba.org/page/ttmc
http://www.aaldef.net
http://www.napaba.org/page/ttmc
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2016-napaba-southeast-regional-conference-tickets-25130572218?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTAyMzQyMjMvc2hhbmkuZWxzZUBnbWFpbC5jb20vMA%3D%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=
http://www.kalagny.org/2016-NAPABA-NE-Regional-Conference
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REMINDERS 
Dates • Deadlines

2016 NAPABA Convention:  
November 3-6, 2016 

San Diego, California

Register by October 21 to get the  
early-bird pricing!  

$200 for Law Students

Become a NAPLSA Member!
$75 annual Chapter dues 

More info here

Become a NAPABA Member today! 
Discounted registration fees,  

networking opportunities, job postings,  
quarterly newsletter, etc.

$25 for Law Students  
More info here

FACEBOOK 

Like our page on Facebook, “NAPALSA”

TWITTER 

Follow us on Twitter, @NAPALSA

WEBSITE 

Visit our website, www.napalsa.com 

Be on the lookout for NAPALSA 
Student of the Year, Affiliate of the 

Year, and Election Applications 
Coming September 2016

http://www.napalsa.com/index.php?pID=17
http://www.napaba.org/page/16_Registration
http://www.napaba.org/?page=Membership
http://www.napalsa.com
http://www.napalsa.com
http://www.napaba.org/?page=Membership
http://www.napaba.org/page/16_Registration
http://www.napalsa.com/index.php?pID=17
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
2015-2016 NAPALSA Board of Directors

President

Vice President

Conference Chair

Treasurer

Secretary

Public Relations

Pacific Northwest RD

Pacific South RD

Midwest RD

Northeast RD

Southeast RD

Southwest RD

Pacific West RD

Alexis Shimada

Alicia Chan

Martina Chun

Lianne Baldridge

Ali Hakasui

Matt Xie

Melissa Cohen

Sophia Shin

Michael Ling

Katherine Zhang

Urvi Patel

Ashley Yen

None

president.napalsa@gmail.com

vp.napalsa@gmail.com

conference.napalsa@gmail.com

treasurer.napalsa@gmail.com

secretary.napalsa@gmail.com

publicrelations.napalsa@gmail.com

pacificnorth.napalsa@gmail.com

pacificsw.napalsa@gmail.com 

N/A

northeast.napalsa@gmail.com

southeast.napalsa@gmail.com

N/A

N/A

mailto:president.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:vp.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:conference.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:publicrelations.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:pacificnorth.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:pacificsw.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:northeast.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:southeast.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:president.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:vp.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:conference.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:publicrelations.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:pacificnorth.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:pacificsw.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:northeast.napalsa@gmail.com
mailto:southeast.napalsa@gmail.com

